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The Hotel

You don’t associate Las Vegas with subtlety. No, the
classic Vegas experience is all about in-your-face
flashiness and neon-lit extravaganzas. So it’s a little
surprising to come across a luxury hotel that’s

positioned with a discreet point of difference.

Mandalay Bay has always been regarded as one of the
best 5-star options in Las Vegas, but few people know that
hidden inside is a separate hotel. Unlike most of the deluxe
hotels on the Strip, there is no grand entrance —in fact it can
be quite difficult to find. But your patience will be rewarded
when you enter THEHotel.

You can gain access through the brightly coloured lobby of
Mandalay Bay, filled with the usual acres of slot machines.
But wait a minute — the ambience undergoes a complete
change as you walk down a dimly lit, marble corridor. It
is like stepping into a totally different environment. Mood
lighting, a serene and sophisticated setting of black marble
- and not a slot machine in sight.

Your ultimate luxury and corporate travel resource.
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THEHotel has the feel of a boutique hotel, whereas it is
actually a substantial property with 45 floors and over 1,000
one-bedroom suites. By any standard outside Vegas, this is
a very large property, yet it doesn’t feel that way. Service
is stylish and charming, blending all-American friendliness
with sophistication.

The rooms are where THEHotel really shines. Its elegantly
appointed suites are, without doubt, value for money and
among the finest | have stayed in. In a city where every
hotel tries to outdo the other, the suites and spa facilities
are what you would expect and successfully deliver a first
class experience.

One of the advantages of the hotel-within-a-hotel format
is that you have access to all the facilities of Mandalay Bay.
The pool area is one of the largest and most impressive in a
town with some stiff competition. Dining is also an attractive
option, with the China Grill being a standout. Mix lounge at
the pinnacle of the hotel is a stunning space for a cocktail,
with an innovative menu and views to die for. %

Room cost:

Reservations:

Your ultimate luxury and corporate travel resource.
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

THE HOTEL AT MANDALAY BAY

OUR RATING: 9.5/10

Opened: December 2003.

Location: Southern end of The Strip, Las Vegas.
Ambience/ Style: Cosmopolitan, modern and sleek.
Clientele: The ‘cool’ set.

Interesting facts: An all-suite hotel and some of the largest
rooms in Vegas. Also, the majority of rooms are of the same
category.

Room number: 1117 suites over 43 floors.

Room info: Standard room size: a massive 750sq ft. Luxury
appointments include three televisions with a 42-inch
plasma in the lounge. Separate bedroom with premium
bedding, high quality and tasteful furnishings, floor to
ceiling windows, wet bar, two toilets. Strong use of dark,
earthy tones combined with mood lighting create a very
inviting space. An extra US$50 upgrade would get you
a corner suite, which is slightly larger in size. The other
upgrade option to consider is a “Strip View” rather than a
view of the motorway and desert.

Bathroom: Marble and granite, separate oversized shower
and tub, phone and the all important LCD television for
good measure!

The grand foyer

Business needs: High speed internet and fax/printer in every
room, good sized desk with swivel chair.

Spa facilities: The Bathhouse, absolutely superb with no
expense spared. Large selection of quality treatments in a
very cool environment with a choice of steam rooms, sauna,
pool, hot and cold dip Jacuzzis.

Pool: Other than paying to use the Bathhouse facilities
you have free use of the adjoining pool complex at
Mandalay Bay. Undoubtedly one of the best in Vegas,
with a choice of a massive wave pool, floating river pool

The gym is incredibly well equipped

and other large pools.

Restaurants and bar info: Three in the tower but again
you have numerous options in the adjoining Mandalay Bay
complex.

Stuff for kids: A great aquarium at Mandalay Bay and
fantastic pool complex.

Rewards program: The Players Club — allows you to qualify
for benefits and rewards not only at Mandalay Bay, but at
eight other resorts and casinos in Las Vegas.

“X"- Factor: The ambience created by the interior styling
and mood lighting - quite unlike what is typical of Vegas.

What's great: The size and quality of the suites. Outstanding!
A visit to Mix Lounge is a must. One of the hippest lounges
in Vegas. Step out on the 64th floor balcony and enjoy
breathtaking views of the famous Strip.

What's not so great: If you stay on the weekend when the
property is nearly always at full capacity, checking in and
out can be time consuming.

Overall: A true deluxe property and very tasteful for Vegas.
For the quality of accommodation it offers unbelievable
value for money.

Editors tip: If you're booked at Mandalay Bay, change it to
THEHotel at Mandalay Bay and time your stay to be Monday
through to Thursday as the cost is significantly higher
outside those times. Also, ask for a Strip view at check-
in rather than a view of the motorway and surrounding
desert. For a less crowded swimming option, head to the
‘south lagoon pool'.

Website: www.mandalaybay.com/persona/THEhotel

Reservations: For information or enquiries please phone:
0800 955 655






Bellagio

They say money can’t buy everything. That may be so, but it can
certainly buy an exceptional hotel. When the Bellagio was built
at a reported cost of over one billion dollars it was one of the
most expensive resorts ever constructed, and one of the few to
receive the coveted Five Diamond Award.
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The theatrical splendour of the architecture is designed to
impress. From the moment you arrive, driving past a three-
acre artificial lake right on the Strip, you realise just how
opulent this property is. Bordering the lake is a cluster of
buildings reminiscent of an Italian village. Already it's clear you
are entering a world where no expense has been spared.

The hotel building itself is imposing in stature and styling
— probably the most impressive of its kind in Vegas. The
marble lobby features a ceiling of 2,000 hand-blown glass
flowers by renowned artist Dale Chihuly, creating an utterly
magical environment. The lobby alone draws hundreds
of curious visitors each day. Via Bellagio offers shops and
designer boutiques under a ceiling of etched glass and green
wrought iron. It's a great place to loiter for an hour or two
of relaxed shopping.

With over 3,900 rooms to choose from, it can be a bit of a
hike to your room. The rooms themselves are what you would
expect from a property of this quality, but not overly impressive
or large in size. It's when you upgrade to a suite that you really
start to feel that this place is special. In particular, the well-
priced Bellagio Suites in the new Spa Tower are a standout.
Your suite is equipped with three bathrooms featuring an LCD
in each, huge steam shower and jet tub, with floor-to-ceiling
glass. The extra space makes for a very palatial atmosphere.

Explore the resort’s facilities, and you'll find the stylish
surroundings provide visual relief from the neon brightness
of Vegas. We loved the Mediterranean-styled pool area of
the hotel, enhanced by the manicured citrus and flower
gardens. Flanked by private cabanas, the setting was very
European and definitely one of the most attractive pool
complexes in Vegas.

Your ultimate luxury and corporate travel resource.

Dining, bar and lounge options cater for all tastes from the
casual to true fine dining. As with other deluxe properties in
Vegas, the overall standard is world class. For pampering, the
Spa Bellagio is based on a Zen design and measures a massive
65,000 square feet. Featuring travertine marble, granite,
bleached walnut, reflecting pools, waterfalls and illuminated
aqua-coloured glass, it is well worth a visit.

Every night as the Strip lights up, crowds gather to watch
one of the best free shows in town. They’ve come to see the
elaborate fountain display on Lake Bellagio in front of the
hotel, featuring a ballet of water and lights set to music. It's
a spectacular sight — and you've got a grandstand view. Just
make sure you ask for a room with a view of the lake.

Room cost: Standard room
NZ$450.00 per room per night
Reservations: For information or enquiries

please phone 0800 955 655




EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

BELLAGIO

OUR RATING: 9.2/10

Opened: Dec 2004.

Location: On The Strip.

Ambience/Style: Opulent, Italian-themed.
Clientele: Being Vegas, a real mix.

Interesting facts: One of only two hotels on The Strip with
a coveted 5-Diamond rating from AAA.

Awards: listed in the 2006 and 2007 Conde Nast Gold List.
Room number: 3,933.

Room info: Very elegantly furnished in a timeless style.
Standard rooms notoverly large in size; suites by comparison
are more impressive. Quality fittings and very comfortable
beds complete with premium linen. Remote lighting and
drapery control. High speed internet access, CD player.

Bathroom: Nice combination of inlaid marble floor and
marble-topped wood vanities. Lighted make-up mirrors,
oversized glass stall shower and separate bath.

Business needs: Very well-equipped and state-of-the-art
Business Centre.

Room with a stunning view of the desert

Spa facilities: Spa Bellagio offers a full complement
of therapeutic and rejuvenating facial and body care
treatments. Guests may choose from among a variety of
treatments and therapies including Ashiatsu Oriental Bar
Therapy, Water Massage, Indian Head Massage and Thai
Yoga Massage.

Gym: a serious gym! 6,000 square foot fitness centre with
plasmas, cardio and weight machines and free weights.

Pool: Five Mediterranean inspired pools, 3 with oversized
fountains enhanced by formed flower gardens. The two

Dine in style

largest pools, 180 feet and 150 feet long, are open year-
round. Loved the private cabanas for rent, complete with
V, phone, fridge, padded lounges and misting systems.

Restaurants and bar info: Where do | start? 7 quality dining
options, with the lakeside Picasso French-Mediterranean
restaurant being a favourite. There are also an additional
12 more casual options. No fewer than 7 bars and lounges
with the stunning Light nightclub - a great spot for star
spotting. Can’t forget about “O”, by Cirque du Soleil.

X'-Factor: The setting and grand architecture of the hotel
are magical. Where others cram as much onto the super
expensive land along The Strip, Bellagio build a 3 acre lake,
complete with elaborate fountains feature.

What's great: the location is superb, in the thick of all the
action with a great central position on The Strip.

What's not so great: If it's at near capacity, checking in can
be a pain as well as trying to get a cab.

Overall: An absolutely beautiful hotel with real attention
to detail. Highly recommended.

Editor’s tips: Rates are significantly lower during the week,
so avoid weekends if possible and use the money you've
saved to splash out on a Bellagio Suite in the new Spa
Tower.

Website: www.bellagio.com

Reservations: For information or enquiries please phone:
0800 955 655





